Biography of Jimmie Heuga (1943-2010)
Jimmie Heuga 1964 Innsbruck Olympic slalom bronze medalist died in
Boulder, CO on February 8 shortly after 1pm (46 years to the day and near
the same time that the slalom had started at the 1964 Olympics -
February 8, 1964, 1pm) at age 66 due to respiratory problems after a 40 year
battle with multiple sclerosis (MS).  James Frederick Heuga was born 
September 22, 1943 in Tahoe City, CA to Lucille and Pascal Heuga, a Basque 
immigrant who worked as a ski lift operator at Squaw Valley for 35 years. 
His mother worked in the Tahoe City Post Office.
Jimmie Heuga and Billy Kidd were
the first American men to win Olympic alpine medals.  At the 1964
Innsbruck Olympics Jimmie started 24th on the second slalom run and
earned a combined time for bronze only 0.39 seconds behind the winner
Josef "Pepi" Stiegler while Billy started 6th and earned a combined
time for silver 0.14 seconds behind the winner.  The 1964 Olympics
were the last Olympics with wooden skis, leather boots and bindings.
Billy Kidd remembered the bindings as being “so bad that you had to
wind things so tight that you’d rather break your leg than lose your
chance at the Olympics.”  At the 1968 Grenoble Olympics Jimmie
finished 7th in slalom and 10th in giant slalom. 
  
Jimmie began skiing at age two, started competing at age 5, and appeared 
in Warren Miller film at age 9.  As a member of the Lake Tahoe Ski Club, 
Heuga raced in the Far West Ski Association junior racing program and 
participated in many Sacramento Bee races.  At age 15 while a student at 
Truckee High School Jimmie was the youngest man named to the U.S. Ski Team. 
He was NCAA Slalom Champion in 1963 as a member of the University of Colorado
team under coach Bob Beattie then won 6th place in slalom & 4th place
in combined at 1966 World Championships at Portillo, Chile.  In 1967
Heuga finished 3rd in the point standing for World Cup giant slalom
and was the first American to win the prestigious Arlberg-Kandahar
combined downhill and slalom race in Garmisch, Germany.  He was a two
time Olympic Ski Team Member (1964, 1968), member of two championship
US Ski Teams (1962, 1966) and skied for the U.S. national team for 10
years (1958-68).  He appeared with Billy Kidd on the cover of Sports
Illustrated February 5, 1968 before the 1968 Grenoble Olympics.
Jimmie earned a Political Science degree from University of Colorado
in 1973.

He founded the Jimmie Heuga Center for MS (now called Can Do Multiple Sclerosis
www.mscando.org) in Edwards, CO in 1984 to help MS patients by
focusing on physical activity, goal setting and psychological
motivation.  He called it reanimating the physically challenged. Heuga dedicated
his life to research and innovative treatment of MS.  He believed in encouraging 
people with MS "to do the best they can with what they have".  As Jimmie said,
 "I do know how to live.  You can't just wait for the lights to be shut off".

Heuga lived in an assisted care facility since 1999 and used a wheel
chair but stayed active swimming, skiing/water skiing in a sit-ski,
and cycling with a hand-cycle.  Jimmie's nickname "The Bounding Basque"
from Fred Casotti (late CU sports information director) "exemplifies
what Jimmie was and how we will remember him: this little guy who was
full of energy and buzzing around all the time.  Whether it was the
slalom, dancing the twist or simply life in general" according to long
time friend, Olympic teammate & U.S. Ski Team president Bill Marolt.
Bill Marolt also said "Jimmie Heuga was a champion in every sense of
the word.  He was a 5'6", 140 pound guy who didn't back down from
anybody.  That's the kind of toughness you need to be a champion."
Jimmie is survived by his wife Debbie and three sons of Edwards, CO
(Wilder age 20, Blaze age 18 and Winston age 15) and a daughter (Kelly
Hamill of Seattle) from his first wife Sharon Lee Dwight.
FWSA Jimmie Heuga Award
The FWSA in 1987 named its Humanitarian Service Award for its courageous 

native son, Jimmie Heuga.  This award is given to the individual who, like Jimmie,

has demonstrated courage and skill in three areas – the ski slope, the human 

body, and the courageous heart.

Honors

Jimmie's awards include North American Snowsports Journalists
Association "Competitor of the Year” 1967, U.S. Ski and Snowboard Hall
of Fame 1976, Far West Ski Association (FWSA) Hans Georg Award for
distinguished accomplishment and long-term contribution to skiing
1985, Colorado Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame 1987, appointment to the
President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports by President
Clinton in 1994, U.S. Ski Team's Texaco Star Award 1999, Colorado
Athletic Hall of Fame 2000, World Sports Humanitarian Hall of Fame
2008, and National Multiple Sclerosis Society "Making a Difference"
award for turning "Don't" into "Can Do!" for countless thousands of
people with MS.  He is the namesake of the FWSA Jimmie Heuga Award
started in 1987 which is given to the individual who, like Jimmie, has
demonstrated courage and skill in three arenas – the ski slope, the
human body, and the courageous heart.  Jimmie served as an Olympic
torchbearer in February 2002.
Memorials

In lieu of flowers, the Heuga family has asked that contributions be
made to The Jimmie Heuga Center Endowment Fund, 27 Main Street East, 
Suite 303, Edwards, CO 81632.  Memorial service Monday 2/15 at 1 pm,
at Chapel at Beaver Creek, 33 Elk Track Rd, Avon, CO. The United
States Ski Team and the Heuga family welcome all who knew and loved
Jimmie to come to the celebration of his life in late spring.


Further Reference Sources
Share your memories at the Can Do Multiple Sclerosis's Facebook page
www.facebook.com/pages/Can-Do-Multiple-Sclerosis/252016383264

The Jimmie Heuga Center Endowment Fund  Kim Goodrich, Director of
Development 800-367-3101 x1279  www.mscando.org/how_to_help/endowments


PHOTOS/SLIDESHOW:
Sports Illustrated Cover (with Billy Kidd) 2/5/68
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/cover/featured/8061/index.htm
Slideshow from Denver Post
http://photos.denverpost.com/photogalleries/sports2images/#id=album-93140
Photos at http://images.google.com/images?q="jimmie+heuga"

VIDEOS:
Heuga Center Testimonials www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Gb2cWAfEPw
Heuga Center Vertical Express www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdYJ4pErR14
1964 Innsbruck Olympics Skiing  www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9nbJRg3U1Y

NEWS SOURCES:
Sports Illustrated article "In And Out of a Jam" by Dan Jenkins from
1964 Olympics http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1075638/4/index.htm
"CU Skiing Icon & Legend Jimmie Heuga Passes Away" by David Plati
www.cubuffs.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=600&ATCLID=204883805
"Jimmie Heuga, Olympic ski hero, dies of MS at 66" by John Meyer at
www.denverpost.com/sports/ci_14361975
"Jimmie Heuga, 1943-2010, Vail Valley legend"
www.vaildaily.com/article/20100210/NEWS/100219966/
Other News Articles  http://news.google.com/news?hl=en&q="jimmie heuga"

